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A CONFIDENT FAITH FOR CONTROVERSIAL TIMES
8.    “Examine the Qualifications!”          
Scripture: Hebrews 5:1-10
Theme:  “Only Jesus Christ meets the criteria to be the mediator between a Holy God and sinful man.
Introduction

A troubling occurrence often happens when many of today’s young people leave their secure, strong Christian homes, and solid evangelical churches to attend a secular college or university and they  seemingly  reject their Christian faith.  Apparently they encounter a whole new world view, are introduced to challenging philosophies and belief systems, and are enticed by a “liberated morality.  The stark reality of our day is that our once “Christian influenced” culture has shifted to a non-Christian or even and anti –Christian morality and only those with a solid Christian foundation and convictions are able to stand in the onslaught.
Christian leaders everywhere have realized the challenge.  The moral, relativistic thinking of today’s post modern culture can not be ignored.  The ministry landscape challenging the Christian fundamental beliefs and behavior will either cause churches to react by becoming “boot camps.”  As an “Alamo” but as a boot camp” a church will expend its energy preparing Christians to be confident in these controversial times.  This means hold fast to the saving message in Jesus Christ, all the while being open to the Spirit of God to rethink the methodologies of how to best communicate that message of God’s grace in the power of His love. “Boot camp: churches will equip believers to “be strong in the Lord and the power of His might.’
One of the fatal flaws in today’s post modern line of thinking is the prevalent perception that having confidence or certain regarding the truth of one’s faith is arrogance.  When Christians assert: “God loves you,” the response is: “by the way which God are you talking about?”  Being exposed to such a wide variety of world faiths and definitions of God, their response is one of doubt and skepticism.  How can anyone be certain?                   
Like the writer to the Hebrews, our response as Christians must continually be that of simply telling the story of Jesus and demonstrating the loving life of Jesus.  In this lesson the Hebrew writer illustrates the confidence Christians can have in the person and work of Christ.  The book of Leviticus specifies the qualifications and the functions of the High Priest.  His primary role was to be the mediator between a Holy God and sinful man.  Does Jesus qualify for that function?  Did He meet the criteria? 
In a day when immorality has become so common place, more and more people are burdened hen guilt and a shameful past.  Knowing that a guilty past can not be undone, they are often left with depression or a highly motivated effort to compensate by way of doing good.  The solution is still the same;  confidence in God’s method of forgiveness.

I.  QUALIFICATIONS OF THE O.T. HIGH PRIEST  (Heb. 5:1-4)                       
     For someone to mediate between a Holy God and sinful people has to fit a specific job qualification profile.  This was laid out in the Old Testament.
1 What was the primary role and duty of a high priest?  5:1                                                          
· According to vs. 1 why would an angel or some other creature not qualify?        5:1; 10:4      
2 What other qualification must by met?  5:2       
· How does a person’s own weaknesses help him to be a better priest?                                                                              
3 What did the O.T. High Priest have to do before he could mediate for others?  Heb. 5:3            
4 What was the fourth qualification for a person to qualify as a High  Priest?  5:41          
In summary, through both Aaron and Jesus met the qualification for the office, yet they differed…how?  

II  QUALIFICATION OF THE PERFECT SACRIFICE (Heb. 5:5-10)
1 According to Hebrews 5:5 how did Jesus qualify to become High Priest?                                                      
2 Since Jesus was not from the tribe of Levi or of the family of Aaron how does the writer say Jesus qualifies as a priest?  Heb. 5:6 
3 The theme of this paragraph centers on verse 7, what events occurred when Jesus was on earth?  Heb. 5:7; Matt. 20:39-44           
· What made the prospect of Jesus such a trauma, knowing that just a few days before he raised Lazarus from the dead?  (John 11:43-44) Also knowing He would be raised in three days?  (Matt. 16:21)
· What was it then, about Jesus pending sacrifice that   would cause Him so much agony?  Matt. 27:46; II Cor. 5:21
4 What  did Jesus learn through His experience suffering?  Heb. 5:8                                                                      
· How would you explain that?  What did it teach Him?
5 What is meant by “…and once made perfect…” (Heb. 5:9)  Wasn’t Jesus perfect?  Without sin?
Application
1 In the midst of so many philosophies and religions in our day claiming to be the “true way” to be at on with God, How does this passage give you confident faith in Jesus Christ as the “Only Way?”
2 Knowing how much Christ suffered by being obedient to God, what sacrifices are you willing to go through to be obedient to His will?  Rom. 12:11; Phil. 4:18,19
